[Professionals' reactions to patient's suicide].
Physicians, nurses and social workers have a high risk of being confronted with the suicide of a patient during their career. After such an event they may react with sadness, anger or feelings of helplessness. Acute stress reactions are also observed, with irritability, disordered sleep and intrusive thoughts. Some professionals may fear to take care of suicidal patients. Reactions are particularly intense when there was a strong therapeutic relationship. Clinicians should recognize their need for support and look for help, particularly from colleagues. Such an experience may also help them to accept their limits and to become more vigilant and more sensitive to signs of suicidal risk.